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diver is sup-
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HEY g0 down

to the sea in old
water heaters along
thie  Atlantic coast
these davs, now that
SOME  YOUnE  man
with a leaning to-
ward aguatic spors haz
proved how easv i is Lo
make an excellent diving
*H"En'l{'i from a metal water
heater  which  will enable
its wearer to walk comfor
ably on the sea floor 33
feet . pnd more  below  the
surface. A few 'Fe-{'t af
garden hose, two paivs of
bellows, a couple of valve
hoxes and a eviindrical
metal boiler of the type
wseed 0 most homes  for
Beating water, are the es.
seplials For |Lu.-||:iirr-;_r e al
these helmets,

Perhaps the most important part of the
whaole apparates is the hellows arcanse.
ment which fernizhes air o the diver. Two
!.lt-'llu'h.-i AT tt:quin"d. npl;u'ulwi u[l::-z|'|.;|_:.;-|1_|'
to furnish a steady stream of air. This air
P !!lllllu_.;!'l bwis valv = boxes whiich prevent
its return, and it is forced down inie :_I'u-.
divieg helmet and oot around the diver’s
shouldera. A pressure of fiftees pounds per
square foot is all that is required at ordi-
vary depths, and this the bellows will
amply supply.

Four hoards 12 by 24 inches are required
for making the two bellows, Cut theas 1o
the pattern as shown, and in two of the
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bisards  drill a pair of one-inch
hodisz o admit pie.  On the insids
of the board, covering the holes,
tack o pieee of chamois by its foar
cornets o act as a valve.

Gores for the bellows are cat out
of leather in acoordance with the
printed pattern.  Maoderately  thin
and verv fexible leather should e
paed, of the trpe which s vsually fouwssd
in shoe uppers and which your loval shoe-
muker can .-es:]1p1_\.. Prolonged soakmg i
coupy water will increase the pliabifity of
the leather. Apply 8 generous amoust of
cold water _:Eur 1o e H‘wp of the bellows
bowrds and tack the leather in place with
brass headed upholstery tacks.

A tin snout is used at the end of the bel-
bows to make & conneckion with the ".J.'ﬂ'||¥:|.
hus-_u: “Il'iiil‘l in L'l:-u‘d' a5 an ﬂil]ij\t' iu 1:[!‘-\-
diving apparatus. The hose is, of course,
tightly secured at the connecting points with
i'Imrrim or wire wound tightly areund the
outside, Constroction of the valve boxis ia
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Tony Hodge’s Tee-Shirts

Anyone wants to order one?



Yes I'm training Chris Butters on his Inspiration classic rebreather.

I'll outline what the training involves.

Pre-requisites are:-
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BSAC sport diver or equivalent

BSAC Advanced Nitrox or equivalent

Above water, there's 9 theory lessons and 2 practical workshops which
include preparing the unit to dive and a maintenance session.

Students have to complete 120 minutes of sheltered water training time,
which I'm doing in the pool with Chris, this should take about 3
sessions.

There's 26 skills to go through in the sheltered water sessions, including
maintaining minimum volume of the breathing loop, bail out practice,
mastering the electronics and monitoring and buoyancy control, which
1s a skill that needs re-mastering as the breathing loop affects buoyancy
control different to open circuit diving. We also practice controlled
buoyant lifts again.

After the sheltered water lessons there's 8 open water dives which work
on skills and progressively build up depth to 25m. The final dive is an
assessment dive. The open water dives will for example involve a
minimum of 1 trip to Blue lagoon and probably 3 days at somewhere
like Stoney cove.

Oh and there's a Theory exam also.

On completion of the course, providing the instructor is confident and
satisfied that the student is competent with the unit, the diver can then
do dives up to 40m using air as a diluent in the rebreather and up to 15
minutes of decompression stop time. They have to dive with a sport
diver or above and also to progress their depth with an experienced
rebreather diver.

So the course involves a lot of commitment both from student and
instructor.

Cost: The course is run as a regional course, currently the student pays
£450 for the course and that includes the student manual. The instructor
then sends an expenses claim to the regional organiser and anything left
will go back to the student.



